
UNITED  STATES  ACADEMIC  DECATHLON®

Annual Report

May 1, 2008–April 30, 2009

USAD Highlights

e�Thirty-seven states and one team  
from London participate at the USAD  
National Competition in Memphis, Tennessee

e�USAD welcomes five new State Directors

e�USAD develops three new practice test products

e�USAD welcomes two new sponsors:  ARS and Dollar General

Moorpark HS, California 
National Champions
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USAD 2009 National Competition - Memphis, Tennessee

USAD 2009 National  
Competition
Highest Scoring Students

Kristin Caperton 
awardee,  

Robert Dooling,
Nebraska

 

Kristin Caperton 
awardee,  
Andrew Wei, 
Pennsylvania
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USAD Board of Directors,

In this annual report and the summary that is provided, you will see that we have made good 
progress towards implementing our Strategic Plan that began a year ago. Congratulations on 
your success! 

We continue to address tough issues with an open mind and disagree without being 
disagreeable, and that’s good Boardman-ship.

Our committees continue to do great work, and so much is done using technology. Thanks for 
putting in the extra time to make good things happen for USAD. Yes, we move a little slower 
because the ship we are driving doesn’t turn on a dime, but as long as we keep it moving and 
making good things happen, we will have achieved our plan.  And, of course, let’s not forget 
our staff that puts all of our ideas and thoughts in motion.  Without them our jobs would be a lot 
harder.

Thank you everyone for helping make a difference in the lives of the students we serve.

Sincerely,
 

Bob Brezina, USAD Board President
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Dear Colleagues:

The Annual Report for 2008-2009 captures the highlights of the fiscal year activity 
and the primary accomplishments involved in improving the Academic Decathlon 
experience for students.

As our organization works towards the goal of building “the Premier Academic 
Competition,” we find ourselves in the state of seeking continuous improvement on 
a number of levels. The process employed to enhance the efficacy of USAD is one 
which involves the persons in the decision-making who are ultimately responsible 
for the required results at each level of the competition.

The primary purpose of the national organization is to provide the needed support 
at each level to assure the highest quality of interaction of all parties involved. It 
is with this purpose in mind that I thank you for your effort in assuring the overall 
success of the competition in each state and at the capstone national competition 
event. This report speaks to those successes and accomplishments in the areas of the 
USAD State Director Training, the 2009 National Competition held in Memphis, 
Tennessee, the USAD-SD organization, the USAD financial position, and the 
committee recommendations.

I look forward to working with students, parents, coaches, state directors, board 
members and staff to make the year of 2009-2010 even more successful.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Les Martisko
USAD Administrative Consultant
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USAD 2008–2009 Highlights

Over the past year, USAD has succeeded in accomplishing its mission to promote learning and academic excellence among 
students of varying achievement levels by developing and providing multidisciplinary academic competitions using USAD-
based curricula. This year USAD positively impacted the lives of thousands of young people. Following is a summary of some 
of USAD’s accomplishments in 2009.

USAD’s 2009 National Competition Was a Tremendous Success
USAD’s 2009 National Competition, held in Memphis, Tennessee, was a great success. USAD joined with the Tennessee 
Academic Decathlon to host more than 350 students from thirty-seven states and one team from England at the 
competition. 

To further USAD’s goal of recognizing and promoting academic excellence, USAD awarded scholarships to sixty-nine 
students from across the country. USAD awarded the Kristin Caperton Award to Rob Dooling, from Omaha, Nebraska.  
Andrew Wei from North Penn, Pennsylvania, was awarded an additional Kristin Caperton Award, which was issued 
this year to a participant not attending the National Competition. The Kristin Caperton Award recognizes students who 
overcome significant obstacles in their personal lives while participating in the Academic Decathlon. 

USAD administered the national essay competition online, two weeks prior to the National Competition. Enlyght Software, 
a sponsor of USAD, provided USAD with the software and training needed to make the online essay event possible. 
Students wrote their essays on a computer at a designated location with a proctor(s) present, and a national team of essay 
graders scored the essays remotely. Holding the essay online and in advance of the National Competition allowed the 
USAD scoring team to handle the scoring of the event more efficiently, and it also freed up more time in team schedules 
during the onsite competition. Moreover, it allowed USAD to work with a national team of seasoned essay scorers. USAD 
has received positive feedback from students, coaches, and state directors concerning the online essay event.

USAD Strengthened State Programs
In 2009, USAD positively impacted the lives of students attending over 2000 high schools nationwide. USAD 
strengthened state programs by working in close association with USAD-SD and by encouraging partnerships and 
mentoring among State Directors. 

USAD staff assisted with several state competitions again this year and will continue to assist where neededUSAD Worked 
to Ensure Program Retention and Growth

USAD welcomed new State Directors in Kansas, Mississippi, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Tennessee. 

USAD Offered Teams High-Quality Curriculum and Assessment Materials
For the 2008–2009 academic year, USAD offered students a challenging and comprehensive interdisciplinary curriculum 
that met numerous national content standards in six academic subject areas. USAD developed three new practice test 
products, which included Level Practice Tests, Specialty Tests, and Combo Quizzes.  The 2008–2009 curriculum focused 
on the theme of “Latin America.” 

USAD Maintained Positive Partnerships with Its Corporate Sponsors
USAD maintained positive relationships with each of its corporate sponsors. USAD welcomed two new corporate 
sponsors in 2009: Audience Response Systems, whose technology facilitated the national Super Quiz oral relay event, 
and Dollar General Literacy Foundation, who sponsored scholarships for medal-winning students in the essay event at the 
2009 National Competition. 
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USAD 2008–2009 Highlights (continued)

USAD Hosted Three Virtual Competitions 

The fourth small school virtual competition was held in April, coinciding with the national competition dates. Schools 
with enrollments of less than 650 students participated.  More than 180 students from twenty-one states participated in this 
competition, which featured eight of the ten Academic Decathlon events.  Over 100 medals were distributed. 

USAD also hosted the second medium school virtual competition, which was also held in April, coinciding with the 
national competition dates.  Schools with enrollments between 650 and 1300 students participated.  More than 150 
students from seventeen states participated in this competition, which featured eight of the ten Academic Decathlon 
events.  Over 100 medals were distributed.  

In addition to the small and medium virtual competitions this year, USAD also hosted a virtual competition for 
International students.  USAD is looking forward to continuing this venture.

All events were successful due to USAD’s sponsor, Enlyght Software.

USAD Staff:  Les Martisko, Administrative Consultant
  Mylene Chafe, Director of Operations 
  Daniele Grigsby, Testing Director
  Terry McKiernan, Curriculum Director
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USAD Policies and Procedures
To maintain an organized history of USAD Board actions, USAD has developed a document that lists and categorizes all Board 
actions from January 2002 to the present. This document will be continually updated as new actions are taken. 

The actions are organized into the following categories: Board of Directors, Competition, Finance, Operations, Program, 
Corporate Sponsors and Partners, USAD Website, PR and Marketing, and USAD Strategic Plan.  New categories will be added 
as needed. 

Summary of USAD Board and Executive Committee  
Actions May 1, 2008–April 30, 2009

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1.  Given that the USAD Board already has eight members from California a motion was made to send a letter expressing great 
appreciation to David Tokofsky for his interest in joining the Board and explaining USAD’s goal of geographic diversity and 
noting that his resume would be retained on file. The motion was seconded. Motion carried. January 16, 2009.

2.   A motion was made to adopt the Committee’s Recommendation A regarding Retention of Emeritus Director Status subject 
to the deletion of the second sentence of A(iv) providing for annual requests of Emeritus Directors as to whether they wished 
to retain such status. The motion carried. April 23, 2009.

3. A motion was made to adopt Recommendation B regarding recognition of past directors. The motion carried. April 23, 2009.

4.  A motion was made and seconded that Joe Jones, James Kelley, Al Perez, Jack Peterson, Asa Reaves, Stephanie Sartain 
Herrera, Art Stunard and Sally Zoll be elected for three year terms as members of the board of directors. The motion carried. 
April 23, 2009.

5.   A motion was made and seconded that Anita Lohr, Nelson Mitchell, Al Perez and Joe Jones be elected as members at large of 
the Executive Committee. April 23, 2009.

COMPETITION

1.  A motion was made to approve Charlotte, NC, as the host site for the 2011 National Competition. The motion was seconded. 
Motion carried. January 16, 2009.

2.  A motion was made to change the GPA range for the Varsity category to 0.00–3.099 and adjust the range for the Scholastic 
category so that it would begin at 3.100. The motion was seconded. Motion carried. January 16, 2009.

FINANCE

1.  A motion was made to accept the scholarship funds from Hilton. The motion was seconded. Motion carried. January 16, 
2009.

2.  A motion was made to accept the Scholarship Committee’s recommendation for USAD to establish a separate 501c3 
charitable trust/foundation to house an endowment fund for USAD scholarships. The motion was seconded. Motion carried. 
January 16, 2009.

3.  A motion was made and seconded to defer the implementation of the creation of a related Foundation for one year and that 
the President appoint a development committee in order to assess the results of USAD development efforts. The motion 
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Summary of USAD Board and Executive Committee Actions May 1, 2008–April 30, 2009 (continued)

carried. April 23, 2009.

4.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the donation of $18,000 in scholarship funds from Dollar General. The motion 
carried. April 23, 2009.

OPERATIONS

1.  A motion was made to recommend to the Board that USAD offer Les Martisko the contract as Administrative Consultant. The 
motion was seconded. Motion carried. June 16, 2009.*

USAD STRATEGIC PLAN

1.    A motion was made to approve the USAD Strategic Plan as presented, allowing for any necessary technical changes to the 
specific wording and budget. The motion was seconded. Motion carried. January 16, 2009.

2.  A motion was made to approve the proposed “Quality Assurance Reporting” survey subject to it being renamed “State 
Census;” Paragraph 2 be modified to read “How many schools participating have USAD as a class or include USAD activities 
in a class;” that Paragraph 6 be modified to include ethnicity categories conforming to US census data; and that a new 
Paragraph 7 be added “How many participating schools offer free or reduced cost lunch.” The motion was seconded. The 
motion carried. April 23, 2009.

*Executive Committee Motion  
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USAD 2009 National Competition Update

Memphis, Tennessee, was the site of the 2009 United States Academic Decathlon National Competition.  
Thirty-seven states from across the United States competed for scholarships and honors.  A school from 
London, England also participated in the competition this year.

The Downtown Marriott Hotel and the Cook Convention Center were used as the host sites for the 
competition.    

The first event, an opening social, was held on Wednesday evening and provided everyone with some 
Southern pulled barbecue pork and coleslaw.  Contestants, coaches and board members were even 
entertained by Elvis!  
 
Testing began Thursday morning, and the speech and interview events followed in the afternoon.  Team 
photos were taken throughout the afternoon.  After speech forms were submitted to the USAD staff, the 
Speech Showcase lineup was announced.

Following the final testing on Friday morning, the Super Quiz Relay was held in the Cook Canon Center 
Theatre and was emceed by Richard Ransom, anchor for the local Channel 3 News.

Speech Showcase was emceed by Stephanie Gatewood, Marketing, Research Associate at the Center for 
Research in Educational Policy, at the University of Memphis.  Celebrity judges for the evening were 
Dr. Bobby Webb – Superintendent of Shelby County, Dedric McGee – Science Curriculum Specialist, 
Shelby County, Jane Walters – Former Tennessee DOE Commissioner of Education, and Johnny Shaw – 
Representing House District 80.

The Awards Presentation Banquet luncheon was held on Saturday. The overall winner of the competition 
was Moorpark High School from California.  The Awards Banquet was followed by a winners’ reception 
for the National Title winner and the first-place divisional winners.
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United States Academic Decathlon Association
Statements of Financial Position

April 30, 2009 and 2008

 2009 2008
ASSETS
 Current Assets:
  Cash          $     34,693     $       174,446
  Accounts Receivable 11,057 21,787
  Inventory 4,315 2,956
  Prepaid Insurance 2,014 1,165
  Investments in Securities 3,012,997 2,695,724
         Total Current Assets 3,065,076 2,896,078

 Fixed Assets:
     Property and Equipment 
  (Net of Accumulated Depreciation) $       6,381 $       5,754
        
  TOTAL ASSETS $3,071,457 $2,901,832

                      
LIABILITIES  AND  NET  ASSETS

 Current Liabilities:
  Accounts Payable $   160,551 $     171,656
      Total Current Liabilities 160,551 $     171,656

 Deferred Revenue $       2,714 $     23,857

          Total Liabilities $1163,265 $  195,513

 Net Assets:
     Unrestricted 2,873,192 2,671,319
     Temporarily Restricted $     35,000 $     35,000
          Total Net Assets $2,908,192 $2,706,319

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $3,071,457 $2,901,832
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2008–2009 USAD-SD Report
(United States Academic Decathlon—State Directors)

The USAD-SD group held two meetings during the 2008-2009 competition year.  The summer workshop 
meeting was held in July in Kansas City, Missouri, and the spring meeting was held in Memphis, Tennessee, 
during the national competition. Meetings were held to review the year and address any concerns.

At the July meeting, the following items were discussed:
ePromotional DVD    eHonor Cords
eAccess to USAD Test Writers  eApperson Printers
eCalculator Policy    eOnline Competition/Speech & Interview
eLeveling the Playing Field   eUSAD-SD Media Blitz

Two demonstrations were also held, one on USAD Scoring and the other on the Online Competitions.

At the April meeting, the following items for the agenda were selected for the summer meeting:
eGPA Review    eDivision Format
eCo-op Teams    eUSAD communication process
eDemographic Census Collection  eAll-star Relay

New State Directors for the 2008-09 competition year are:
eBrenda Ables – Tennessee   eAnne McCauley – Mississippi
eMegan Clark – Kansas   eMichelle Schroeder and Joey Duke – Pennsylvania
eGlenn Koegel – New Jersey

This year at nationals, state directors played an important role once again by serving as proctors for tests, 
judges and Super Quiz™ relay proctors.  USAD was very grateful for all of their contributions.

A longtime state director retiring this year was Diane Hansen (Kansas).  Many thanks for her contributions 
to USAD students over her many years of service.

Region representatives for the 2008-09 year are: WEST, Ed Rogers, chair, Anne Edelstein, alternate; 
SOUTH, Patty Neuwirth, chair, Cary Sell, alternate; MIDWEST, Kyle Harrop, chair, Molly Ritchie, alternate; 
NORTHEAST, Norman Katz, chair, David Heckman, alternate.

The region representatives are responsible for helping with communication and support to directors in their 
area of the country.
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State Participation

STATE High Schools 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999
In States

ALABAMA 378 NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP
ALASKA 86 25 24 30 30 30 30 32 35 20 22 30
ARIZONA 447 120 105 99 90 90 90 90 95 100 95 85
ARKANSAS 352 NP NP NP NP 2 2 4 4 6 6 4
CALIFORNIA 2079 550 500 500 540 540 540 540 534 550 550 600
COLORADO 375 12 12 18 12 13 13 18 20 25 22 20
CONNECTICUT 252 5 5 3 3 4 4 6 8 6 7 8
DELAWARE 39 NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP
DC 39 NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP
FLORIDA 522 1 1 3 1 1 1 NP NP NP NP NP
GEORGIA 356 80 70 60 74 64 64 68 80 75 80 76
HAWAII 56 5 3 3 3 2 1 3 3 6 6 8
IDAHO 140 30 27 27 25 25 25 30 32 30 30 28
ILLINOIS 869 60 60 60 51 51 51 60 75 75 75 75
INDIANA 384 42 40 37 35 38 45 48 45 51 52 58
IOWA 392 34 32 30 60 60 60 61 61 80 80 76
KANSAS 383 20 18 15 18 18 18 20 24 22 22 22
KENTUCKY 348 2 9 9 3 1 1 1 1 8 4 4
LOUISIANA 300 6 6 8 7 10 10 10 15 10 10 9
MAINE 153 20 18 17 17 14 13 14 15 17 15 16
MARYLAND 291 NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP
MASSACHUSETTS 401 42 45 45 48 50 50 55 60 60 60 60
MICHIGAN 752 3 3 4 9 9 9 8 8 8 8 8
MINNESOTA 756 15 13 15 18 19 18 20 16 20 20 20
MISSISSIPPI 294 20 16 13 20 15 15 6 3 2 1 16
MISSOURI 622 1 1 1 1 1 1 NP NP NP NP NP
MONTANA 185 NP 1 1 1 1 1 NP NP NP NP NP
NEBRASKA 306 51 45 45 46 46 46 50 60 55 55 52
NEVADA 110 1 NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP
NEW HAMPSHIRE 100 8 5 5 5 5 5 5 3 3 3 2
NEW JERSEY 501 45 44 55 53 51 51 51 60 50 55 60
NEW MEXICO 180 5 7 9 10 12 9 11 12 15 15 15
NEW YORK 1026 13 14 12 12 12 12 15 10 17 18 20
NORTH CAROLINA 387 2 3 3 10 10 10 7 7 10 9 5
NORTH DAKOTA 192 NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP
OHIO 873 18 13 25 25 30 30 35 35 35 33 32
OKLAHOMA 475 15 16 12 20 10 10 10 14 10 10 10
OREGON 290 5 2 NP NP NP 1 1 2 3 4 3
PENNSYLVANIA 741 40 40 40 40 40 40 45 45 50 45 45
RHODE ISLAND 60 25 24 24 25 25 25 26 28 28 28 27
SOUTH CAROLINA 256 1 2 2 2 2 2 4 6 4 5 4
SOUTH DAKOTA 198 1 1 1 1 1 NP NP NP NP NP NP
TENNESSEE 353 20 30 30 20 20 20 23 35 19 19 20
TEXAS 1518 250 250 250 250 250 250 255 362 320 320 300
UTAH 142 20 15 15 25 26 26 28 40 40 40 36
VERMONT 88 NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP
VIRGINIA 350 NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 4 4 4
WASHINGTON 513 NP 3 5 4 5 6 7 20 15 6 10
WEST VIRGINIA 170 NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP
WISCONSIN 578 105 105 109 114 131 129 136 125 127 137 145
WYOMING 80 9 10 9 2 13 13 6 13 14 20 14

TOTAL SCHOOLS 20738 1727 1638 1649 1730 1747 1747 1809 2011 1990 1991 2027

40 States Currently Participating
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USAD State Directors Listing
ALASKA
Curtiss Clifton
2550 Denali Street, Suite 1000
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Phone#  907-868-6994
Fax#      907- 868-5676
cclifton@gci.com

ARIZONA
Anne Edelstein
6010 N. 10th Way
Phoenix,  AZ  85014
Phone 602-263-8418
Fax #   602-263-8433
Cell#   602- 550-2285
redelstein1@cox.net

CALIFORNIA
Ken Scarberry
4522 Abernathy Rd.
Fairfield, CA 94534
Phone# 707-646-7603
Fax #    707-438-2667
kscarberry@solanocoe.k12.ca.us

COLORADO
Participating Schools

CONNECTICUT
Aja LaDuke
1 Northwood Road
Unit 27
Storrs, CT 06268
Phone#  860-427-7963
aja.laduke@uconn.edu

FLORIDA
Laura Springstroh
1828 Oak Drive S
Rockledge, FL 32955
Cell#    321-544-4610
Fax#     321-433-4338
springstrohl@brevard.k12.fl.us

GEORGIA
Cary Sell
1896 Norcross Chase Circle
Lawrenceville, GA 30044
Phone# 770.963.2740
Cell #    404-274-6381
cwsell@comcast.net

HAWAII
Anne Miller
PO Box 5844
Hilo, HI 96720-8844
Phone# 808-896-4042
Fax#     808-934-0639
annemill@hawaii.edu

IDAHO
Jerry Helgeson
P.O. Box 9312
Boise, ID  83707
Phone#  208-724-9545
helgesonj@msn.com

ILLINOIS
Participating Schools

INDIANA
Kyle Harrop
IN Assoc. of School Principal
11025 East 25th St.
Indianapolis, IN 46229
Phone#  317-891-9900 x220
Fax#      317-894-9807
kharrop@iasp.org

IOWA
Harvey Kimble
Des Moines PS Central Campus
1800 Grand Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50309
Phone#  515-276-5606
harvey.kimble@dmps.k12.ia.us

KANSAS
Megan Clark
5424 Chouteau Street
Shawnee, Kansas 66226
Phone#  913-422-8700
Fax: 913-422-3484
megclark@usd232.org

KENTUCKY
Participating Schools

LOUISIANA
Andy Benoit
University of New Orleans
103 Admin.Bldg Lakefront Campus
2000 Lakeshore Dr.
New Orleans, LA 70148
Phone#  504-280-7013
Fax#       504-280-5522
ajbenoit@uno.edu

MAINE
David S. Heckman
157 Academy Road
Monmouth, ME 04259
Phone# 207-933-4252 
dheckman@fairpoint.net 

MASSACHUSETTS
Mike Tempesta
Ashland High School
65 East Union St.
Ashland, MA 01721
Phone# 508-881-0177
Fax#     508-881-0186
mtempesta@ashland.k12.ma.us

MICHIGAN
Mark Rudd
Lansing SD
519 W. Kalamazoo St.
Lansing, MI 48933
Phone# 517-325-7320
Fax#     517-325-7321
Mark.Rudd@lansingschools.net

MINNESOTA
Wanda Sommers-Wall
Joyce Swenson
S. Central Service Cooperative
2075 Lookout Drive
North Mankato, MN  56003
Phone#  952-873-3052 (Wanda) 
Phone#  507-389-2461 (Joyce)
Fax#      507-389-1772
wkn@frontiernet.net 
jswenson@mnscsc.org

MISSOURI
Participating Schools

MISSISSIPPI
Anne McCauley
CMSE Outreach Coordinator
Center for Math & Science Ed.
University of Mississippi
134 Anderson Hall
University, MS 38677
Phone # 662-915-6621
Fax#      662-915-7023
admccaul@olemiss.edu

MONTANA
Participating Schools
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USAD State Directors Listing (continued)
NEBRASKA
John Anstey
2175 N. 124th Ave. Circle 
Omaha, NE  68164
Phone#  402-498-0798
Fax#      402-445-2828
jranstey@aol.com

NEVADA
Participating Schools

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Norman Katz
11 Standish Way
Amherst, NH 03031
Phone#  603-672-0462
Fax#      707-276-4855
nkdec@aol.com

NEW JERSEY
Glenn Koegel
62 Lincoln Avenue
Wood-Ridge, NJ  07075
Phone# 201-935-3096
Fax#      201-935-2970
gkoegel@optonline.net

NEW MEXICO
Karen Kinsman
University of New Mexico
STEM Ed.  Outreach Programs
MSC 02 1570 ~ Hokona Hall (Zuni),  
Rm. 356
1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM 87131-0001
Phone# 505- 277-4916 
Fax#     505- 277-5592
kkinsman@unm.edu

NEW YORK
Barry Jones
146 Roseland Ave.
Medina, NY  14103
Phone#  585-798-4114
Cell#      585-735-5531
jonesgrp@rochester.rr.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Jennifer Falk
2600 Rock Quarry Rd.
Raleigh, NC 27610
Phone# 919-508-9076
Fax#     919-856-2827
jfalk@wcpss.net

OHIO
Jim Krancevik
36624 Ridge Road
Willoughby, OH 44094
Phone# 440-269-8774
Fax#     440-951-4048
Cell#     440-364-4660 
jkrancevic@OhioAD.org

OKLAHOMA
Patty Neuwirth
715 Heinzwood Cr
Lawton, OK  73505
Phone#  580-355-5532
Cell   #  580-595-0201
Fax#      580-355-1453
bkpatty@sbcglobal.net

OREGON
Participating Schools

PENNSYLVANIA
Michelle Schroeder/Joey Duke
Erie School District
148 W. 21ST Street
Erie, PA  16502
Phone#  814-874-6161
Fax#      814-874-6162
mschroeder@eriesd.org 
jduke-paad@zoominternet.net

RHODE ISLAND
Pat Lehnertz
3296 Post Road
Warwick, RI  02886
Phone#  401-732-7700
Fax#      401-732-7715
pat@lehnertz.com

SOUTH CAROLINA
Beth Oliver
622 Chimney Hill Rd. 
Columbia, SC 29209
Phone#  803-622-5384
betholiver2@yahoo.com

SOUTH DAKOTA
Participating Schools

TENNESSEE
Brenda Ables
Director of Secondary Education
Tennessee Depart. of Education
710 James Robertson Parkway 
Andrew Johnson Tower, 5th Floor
Nashville, TN 37243-0375
Phone#    615-741-5273
Fax#        615-532-8536
Brenda.Ables@state.tn.us

TEXAS
Sue Edwards
6300 Irvington Blvd.
Suite 217
Houston, TX  77022
Phone#  713-696-8253
Fax#      713-696-8253
sedwards@hcde-texas.org

UTAH
Ed Rogers
Dixie Applied Tech. College
46 S. 1000 E.
St. George, UT  84770
Phone#  435-652-7729
Fax#      435-656-4076
Cell#     435-632-8550
erogers@dixie.edu

WASHINGTON
Participating Schools

WISCONSIN
Molly Ritchie
524 Daisy Ct. 
Verona, WI  53593
Phone#  608-845-3544
Fax#      608-845-3850
acadec@tds.net

WYOMING
Maureen Ryff
Associate Principal
Wheatland High School
1350 Oak Street
Wheatland, Wyoming  82201
Phone#  307-322-2075
Fax#      307-322-9739
mryff@platte1.k12.wy.us



16

United States Academic Decathlon

USAD 2009 National Competition - Memphis, Tennessee
USAD 2009 National Competition 
Hilton HHonors Overall Scholarship  
Winners 

Small School Virtual National Competition Participants – 2009
Saint Johns HS .............................................Arizona 
University HS............................................California
Chattahoochee Cty HS ................................. Georgia
Vail Christian HS .......................................Colorado
Bear Lake HS ...................................................Idaho 
John Glenn HS ..............................................Indiana
North Tama HS .................................................Iowa 
Bishop Ward High School  ............................ Kansas
Monmouth Academy .......................................Maine
Austin Preparatory School .................Massachusetts
St. Peter HS ..............................................Minnesota

Lourdes Central Catholic ...........................Nebraska
Waldwick HS ......................................... New Jersey 
Westhill HS ...............................................New York
Youngstown Christian HS .................................Ohio
Northeast Academy .................................. Oklahoma
Moniteau HS ........................................Pennsylvania
Mt. Pleasant HS ....................................... Tennessee
John Paul II HS ................................................Texas
Duchesne HS ..................................................... Utah
Burns HS ................................................... Wyoming

USAD 2009 National Competition 
Overall Scholarship Winners
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USAD 2009 National Competition - Memphis, Tennessee
USAD 2009 National  
Competition - Division II,  
Wisconsin, 1st place winners

Medium & International School  
National Competition Participants – 2009

MEDIUM 
Kingman Academy of Learning ...................Arizona 
St. Francis HS ...........................................California
Cook HS ....................................................... Georgia
Sandpoint HS ...................................................Idaho 
Reitz Memorial HS .......................................Indiana
Mount Vernon HS .............................................Iowa
Olathe Northwest HS .................................... Kansas
Oak Hill HS.....................................................Maine
Avalon HS ................................................Minnesota
Gretna HS ...................................................Nebraska

Ramapo HS ............................................ New Jersey 
Oakwood HS .....................................................Ohio
MacArthur High School ........................... Oklahoma
La Salle College High School ..............Pennsylvania
Chester County High School ................... Tennessee
Hillcrest High School .......................................Texas
New Berlin Eisenhower ........................... Wisconsin
 
INTERNATIONAL
Pacific American School ............................... Taiwan
Southbank International School ...................England

USAD 2009 National Competition - 
Division III, 

Pennsylvania,  
1st place winners
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United States Academic Decathlon National Competitions

 YEAR  
 1982    
 1983
 1984    
 1985    
 1986  
 1987  
 1988  
 1989  
 1990    
 1991  
 1992  
 1993  
 1994  
 1995  
 1996  
 1997  
 1998
 1999    
 2000    
 2001  
 2002  
 2003  
 2004  
 2005  
 2006  
 2007
 2008
 2009 

 NUMBER OF STATES
 18
 27
 30
 34
 41
 38
 38
 38
 39
 45
 49
 47
 42
 39
 38
 37
 38
 38
 40
 37
 38
 38
 41
 39
 39
 39 
 41
 37

      LOCATION OF COMPETITION 
 CALIFORNIA
 CALIFORNIA
 CALIFORNIA
 CALIFORNIA
 CALIFORNIA
 TEXAS
 TEXAS
 RHODE ISLAND
 IOWA
 CALIFORNIA
 IDAHO
 ARIZONA
 NEW JERSEY
 ILLINOIS
 GEORGIA
 UTAH
 CALIFORNIA
 RHODE ISLAND
 TEXAS
 ALASKA
 ARIZONA
 PENNSYLVANIA
 IDAHO
 ILLINOIS
 TEXAS
 HAWAII 
 CALIFORNIA 
 TENNESSEE 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Executive Committee
Robert Brezina—Board President, Director
Stephanie Sartain-Herrera—Vice President, ETS
Frank Wurtzel—Secretary, Director
Dr. Sally Ann Zoll—Chief Financial Officer, Director
Sue Edwards—USAD-SD President
Joseph Jones—Member at Large, Assoc. Calif. of School Administrators
Dr. Alfonso Perez—Member at Large, Director
Asa Reaves—Member at Large, Director 
Anita Lohr—Member at Large, Director
Dr. E. Arthur Stunard—Immediate Past President, Director

Directors
Liz Boario—Cygnus Group Ed. Consultants
Dr. Richard Cooper—Director
Vivian Cornwell—Coach Representative, Kansas
Patrick Crosetto—Americas Special Situations Group
Kyle Harrop—USAD-SD Representative
Mary Heers—Coach Representative, Utah
Dr. James Kelley—Apple/Education Technology Consultant
Nadine Kujawa—Director
Dave Mikkalson—Enlyght Software
Nelson Mitchell—Director
Mercedes Paxton—Director
Jack Peterson—Crail Capital Corp.
Angie Schendt—Woodmen of the World

EMERITUS: 
Dr. Alex Aloia—Loyola Marymount University, Professor Emeritus
Dr. James Augustin—Director
Larry Ganzell—Director      
Dr. Arnold Oates—Texas A & M University 
Dr. Paul M. Possemato—Director 
Suzanne Roberts—Director

PERSONNEL: 
Les Martisko, Ph.D—Administrative Consultant
Mylene Chafe—Director of Operations
Daniele Grigsby—Testing Director
Terry McKiernan—Curriculum Director
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